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August 16, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Equal in Worth”
Shall we pray …

A person who is in his or her country’s highest position that a leader can attain to, such as a prime minister, a king, queen or a president, would be one who would normally receive honor from those who are under his or her charge. But that is normally not the case with a peasant, for he would rarely if at all receive honor. How does God view man regardless of his place in society?

Hebrews 2:6, 7 “But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him?  Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:” Man was created with glory and honor and given a fine intellect and responsibilities over God’s creation. But look what the scriptures tell us in Psalm 49:20
Psalm 49:20 “Man [that is] in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts [that] perish.” So if we lack understanding, we are like the beasts that perish. And so many people are living their lives as if this is the only life they will ever live. The content of their character usually abounds with selfish motivation. 
When Moses asked God in Exodus 33:18,
“… show me thy glory.”  God answered in verse 19, “And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”  So God said He was going to proclaim His name to Moses. How did He proclaim His name we go to: 

Exodus 34:5-7. “And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear [the guilty];”  

Stop! So God proclaimed the name of the Lord by delineating His character, for His name is His character, which is merciful, gracious, longsuffering, goodness, truth and forgiving. So when God told Moses that “I will make all my goodness pass before thee …” He was giving us the answer to Moses request, “… show me thy glory.”  
We just read in Hebrews 2:7 “Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, …” It shows that God has placed a high value on mankind. Now God gets more specific: 
Isaiah 43:7 “[Even] every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.” 

What is everyone like that is called by God’s name and created for His glory? They will be a people that will reveal God’s character.
Just as there are thousands of different types of flowers that reveal God’s creative glory and character, so we are all different but we should all be equal in how we reveal God’s character. 

Colossians 1:14, 15, “In whom (speaking of Jesus) we have redemption through his blood, [even] the forgiveness of sins:  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:” 

In Genesis 1:26 we read,
 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:” Colossians 1:15 said Jesus is the image of the invisible God and God said in Gen. 1:26, that we are made in His image. So if we are called by His name and we profess Jesus, than in every way as He has given us example, we are to reveal the glory of God in our characters.

According to Isaiah 43:4
we are precious in God’s sight, “Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: …”  How God esteems His faithful ones. We are precious in His sight, precious as Jesus and we are equal in worth with Jesus.
1 Corinthians 6:19, 20  “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”  We are bought with a price, but what price? 
1 Peter 1:18, 19 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, [as] silver and gold, from your vain conversation [received] by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” Silver and gold fall far too short as a price, for we have been purchased with the precious blood of God. Think on that if you can wrap your mind around it. You were purchased with His blood.  Well, when was this purchase made, at the cross? No. 
Revelation 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  All will be worshipping the beast, except for His faithful who have been purchased by the blood of the Lamb before the earth was created. Can you imagine, the Godhead had a back up plan just in case His created ones that were to have free will, just in case they rebelled; from the foundation of the world, the transaction was assured. Payment was provided and if we do not understand who we are and the price paid, then we are no better than the beast that perishes. 
In Daniel 2:37 we read about King Nebuchadnezzar, king of the first ruling world empire, and how he learned that it was the God of heaven that gave him his position. In verse 37 Daniel told the king, “Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.”
In Daniel 3 Nebuchadnezzar had a mighty experience about God in the fiery furnace incident, which caused him to admit the following in Daniel 3:28, “[Then] Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed [be] the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.” With this declaration you would believe that this pagan king was ready to accept the God of Israel into his life. And if not, humbled as he has been, you would think that he would be a man that would want to live in a way pleasing to God.

There is only one chapter in the entire Bible that has been written by a heathen. And you probably guessed that it must be Daniel chapter 4. The first three verses appear to be in admiration and praise of the God of Israel. Then he has a dream which his magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers could not explain. Enter Daniel in verse 8 and Nebuchadnezzar gives him the dream’s strange details in verses 10-17. Daniel sadly relates the interpretation in verses 20-27.
Although humbled by the dream and the interpretation, if he proved himself worthy, he would be spared the fulfillment. He was given a present truth message that would spare him from becoming a beast. However according to Nebuchadnezzar’s own hand he wrote in verses 29 and 30 that 12 months later the events of the year before had become dim in his memory and he started to praise himself as though he were a god that built his kingdom by the might of his power for the honor of his own majesty.

Swift judgment fell upon him and he became a beast that ate grass for seven years. At the end of the seven years he was restored and here is what he wrote in verses 36 and 37, “At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works [are] truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.” Nebuchadnezzar had a present truth message that resonates even to our time. 
The lesson he learned I believe he carried in his memory until his death. All of Babylon had full knowledge of what the king had gone through and certainly it should have been carried to his posterity. Chapter 5 shows how Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson Belshazzar did not fear the God of heaven, until he saw the handwriting on the wall, which declared his probation over.
God sets up kings and God takes them down, Even though King Nebuchadnezzar had been given much, much was required of him and of his posterity. The night of the mysterious handwriting on the wall, Babylon fell.
Before the flood, Noah had a present truth message that everyone was aware of because it had been preached for 120 years. To all those hearers much had been given that if heeded, could have extended their lives on the earth. To be saved on that ark, God required much from those ante-deluvians. 
Satan was very active to make sure that most if not all would rebel against God and be safely under his banner. He was not willing to give up one of his subjects who just might be converted if he cast his lot with Noah. There were many scientific explanations as to why water, which is heavier than air, could not possibly go up from the earth, suspend in the air, and then fall to the earth and produce a flood. The learned men said there is no way that the amount of water needed to float a boat the size of Noah’s ark, considering that it was built on a hill far from the nearest water source. Anyway it had never rained before, so Noah really needs to be committed.

The active religionists of that day said it would be totally foreign to the nature of a loving God, to kill women and children. The arguments were solid and with merit, but were they strong enough to refute a messenger of God?
William Miller had preached a present truth message that many did embrace while the majority rejected it outright. The leaders of the Protestant faiths told their people that the message had to be false because the scriptures say that no man knows the day or the hour of His coming. They gave other reasons, however as October 22nd 1844 approached, there were over 50 thousand people who embraced the Millerite message and became Adventists who never tended to nor harvested their crops as Jesus was about to come and what would have been the purpose?

Many sold all that they had at bargain basement prices and investors were happy to increase their holdings.

October 22nd came and there was much joy and anticipation. Then came the bitter disappointment as October 23rd dawned. Many who had lost all their earthly possessions, also lost their faith and wanted nothing more to do with religion. A good number went back to their former churches in shame and embarrassment, confessing their mistakes of getting involved with a cult, swearing to have nothing more to do with Millerite Adventists. 

Even William Miller never recovered from his disappointment and was unwilling to study the matter out any further. He eventually died of a broken heart.
But there was still a group of about 50 individuals who believed that there was much given and surely God required much of them yet. They believed something did happen on that date. Revelation 10:10 described the disappointment, “And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.” Verse 11 stated what they must yet do, “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”
It was on October 23rd that one Adventist walking through a cornfield was directed to the sanctuary as a matter that needed to be studied and the truth on the sanctuary message gave them the information as to what did happen on that October day. Jesus did come, not to the earth, but to the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary to begin the work of judgment.
It is now that we have been given much in the way of a present truth message that we are required to give to the world in this final generation. We have the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14:6-12, and it is up to us to give the warning to the world against receiving the mark of the beast. Revelation 13:16, 17 says “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”
This is a day that is inevitable and is coming sooner than we desire. If we take our stand in obedience to the will of God, it is a day when we will not be able to buy and sell, and we will know privation and hunger for a time. We need not fear man or what would be the consequences of our being faithful to God.. 

If we do not understand that we were made in the image of God and that we are to give honor to Him, than we may end up giving honor to the beast and his image and sell our souls for a morsel of bread. The result of such a foolish and desperate attempt to save our lives will culminate in the fact that we will perish with the beast in the lake of fire. Revelation 19:20
“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”
This is crucially important that we understand what we have, what is coming, where we are ultimately going, and what God expects of us in the last trying moments of the great controversy between Christ and Satan. Those with understanding will not be blotted out of the Lamb’s book of life and these are the ones who are so precious in His sight. These are the ones made in His image that have become a counterpart of Him, having His character that reveals His glory and being vindicators of His throne, His law and His Sabbath..

Are you up to the task?

Let us pray …

